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Russian River 
Water Supply
• Supplies water 

to more than 
600,000 
residents

• Naturally filtered 
through sand & 
gravels



Water 
Transmission 
System



The current 
drought enters 
its third year

March, 2022



Sonoma Water 
Drought Activities

• $6.9M:  Santa Rosa Plain 
Water Supply Resiliency 
Project

• $2M:  Russian River 
Watershed Water Supply 
Resiliency Project

• Climate Adaptation Plan

• Flood Managed Aquifer 
Recharge project in the 
Alexander Valley



Research into 
Atmospheric 
Rivers 
Atmospheric rivers (ARs) are 
narrow bands of enhanced 
water vapor which provide 
about half of the major rainfall 
in the Russian River 
watershed, and cause about 
70% of the flooding.

• Sonoma Water works with 
the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography on research 
into ARs which will be used to 
assist in the Forecast Informed 
Reservoir Operations.



Drought 
Information 
and Public 
Engagement 
Website information updated daily:
• sonomawater.org 

Additional drought town halls:
• May (Russian River flows, water 

quality, drought update)

• July (Water conservation update, 
drought update) 

• September (Weather forecast, 
water conservation, Russian River 
flows update)



Drought 
Outreach
Drought public education campaign is 
ongoing with partnership with the 
County of Mendocino

Sonoma-Marin Saving Water 
Partnership continues with its drought 
education efforts 
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